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HIGHLIGHTS
HAVANA &

WESTERN CUBA

A SUMMARY OF THE TRIP
FROM MORNING SUNSHINE
TO LIGHTS OUT

CARIBBEAN SEA

GULF OF MEXICO

ATLANTIC OCEAN

Spectacular limestone cliffs
& lush green tobacco fields
- enchanting in the morn-
ing when mist rises from
the valley floor, Vifiales is
unforgettable.

5,000 hectares of sus-
tainable, jaw-dropping

landscape awaits us in
the garden of Cuba- and
where better to stay than
out very own luxe eco-
retreat, which overlooks
the whole lot.

This sixteenth-century
town is brimful of colonial

mansions and churches,
threaded together by
cobbled streets and com-
pact plazas.

Four km of bleached, pow-
dery sand and turquoise
water so clear you can see
your toes; the best beach in
southern Cuba awaits you.

The jewel in enigmatic
Havana’s crown, the old

town is chock full of jaw
dropping architecture,
vibrant tunes and swirling

cigar smoke. Hit the streets
and let it work its magic.

Take your pick from son,
salsa, mambo, rumba,
chachacha, charanga or
danzon, then hit the streets
and join the throng shak-
ing their thang,

An unbelievable beauty of
Cuba’s nature whete you
can hike, relax, horseback
riding, lunch, swim in
natural ponds and climb
waterfalls.

An estimated 60,000 pre-
1960 classics are currently
being driven around Cuba.
Slide into the back seat and
transport yourself back

in time.

You’ll sleep at one of
Havana’s finest 5-star
hotels - once a former
colonial mansion - now the
premier address for our
creative holidays in Cuba.
Opverlooking the central
square, its a stones throw
from Old Habana’s action.

Sutrounded by two UNES-
CO World Heritage sites,
we'll climb the peak passing
caves, grottos and canyons,
then reward ourselves with
a refreshing dip in one of
the myriad natural pools
with oh so clear water.
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/ ITINERARY

10 DAYS

A FEAST FOR THE
SENSES LIKE NOTHING
ELSE ON EARTH

RHYTHM & HUES
CARIBBEAN STYLE

HAVANA

We'll transport you right off

the plane downtown to our
stunning colonial hip hotel in old
Havana. There, we'll get our first
taste of Cuba and catch some rays
in the back seat of a 1950’s convert-
ible Buick taxi and cruise along the
Malecén. Come evening, we'll soak
up the buzz at a local paladar, and
sample local delights in an elegant
mansion restaurant which retains its
original 1948 furniture, decor and art-
work. After a leisurely breakfast, we'll
dive into the basics of camera control
and operation, then head off to shoot
some street scenes in Habana Vieja
- the magical old town. Step back
in time to frame this vibrant, faded
centuries old architecture, get some
closeups of the varied ‘Che” murals
then capture some of the characters
that frequent this living museum.
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" DID YOU KNOW?

Author Ernest Hemingway was a

tin Havana for many years,

sreferring his ‘mojito in La Bode- y
[ and his daquiriin £1

both b our route

| through Habana Vieja!

HAVANA/TRINIDAD

This morning, we'll group

review our images from the
day, giving key tips on composition,
positioning and lens choice that will
add to your growing set of creative
skills. After lunch, we'll swing by the
Tiffany-decored Museo de la Revo-
lucion to understand how to capture
incredible interior images, then learn
cigar-rolling (and documentary style
shots) at a secret boutique roller far
from the crowds. Come evening,
it’s your choice - some outdoor
jazz in the streets, kitsch Cuban
cabaret or some more sedate folk
in the Renaissance-styled gardens
of arose-coloured mansion. The
next day, we depart for Trinidad, a
perfectly preserved UNESCO World
Heritage-listed town, bursting with
jaw-dropping photographic scenes.

Parque Central *

Travellers Choice 2012 Award

Winner: Luxury

From opulent, five-star sleeps in the heart
of Havana Vieja, to luxe historic boutique
hideaways, you're sure to take a snooze in
complete style on this trip to Cuba.

We've hand-picked some of the finest
hotels in the whole of Cuba, from the
award-winning (and Tripadvisor No.1)
Parque Central, the Santa Isabel, a 37-room
colonial five-star mansion, set in the histori-
cal centre of Havana. A short stay at the
neo-colonial Jazmines in the tobacco fields
of Vinales - then some R&R at the five-star
Iberostar Grand - the best in Trinidad. Wow.
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TRINIDAD
Up early to catch the morr_wip'g

steam train and journey to
formidable Valle de Los \‘ﬁé_
sugar-caned Iandscapes I
shooting some gloric
here we'll hold the fir )l;’.o

- individual reviews, 6fyo
date, observations onou photogra- -
phy style, plus some tips to take you
to that next level. Next day, it’s your ¢
choice - and chance to kick back and 5h ieaf &t
discover the region at your own pace. \ }
Consider heading to Playa Ancon, a
precious ribbon of bleached white
sand and crystal azure sea 12km from
Trinidad, and easily the finest beach
on the southern Cuban coast. For
the more energetic, head some-
where cooler and do some mountain
trekking in the Topes de Collantes,
20 minutes north. This former Che
hangout has breathtaking pine trails
and culminates in a refreshing dip in
the stunning El Cubano waterfall.

y 2
by-step through advanced techniques
for killer landscapes, portraits, still lives
and documentary - with plenty of
practicals to test out your new skills.
Mid afternoon, we'll document some
tobacco farmers, then explore the
scenic valleys - punctuated by a
series of limestone karst hill -
formations, or mogotes. The views at
sunset from the small mountains
rounding the valley are spectacular.

INCLUDED

All tuition, internal flights, transport,
tours, entrance fees, guides, transfers,
most meals, twin-share accommodation
in luxury hotels is included - only
evening meals & single rooms are extra.

MM ;

eed

\
henfo

B\
A prePw‘ 4 Ed\“"
wip©

0

\(§ for the

TRAVELLING

We'll mix excursions in Fifties open-top
Buicks, Victorian steam trains, air-con
buses, plus good old hiking to transport
you around the island in energetic style.

Our 10-day Cuba Retreat,

including all accommodation, most
meals, guides, all extras/excursions,
transfers and tuition is £2,075

" ITINERARY
10 DAYS

A FEAST FOR THE

SENSES LIKE NOTHING
ELSE ON EARTH

ready for your final pieces of work

- pulling together all of the skills
you've learned in the last week. After
lunch, we'll take the short trip back to
Havana and commence work on our
final project, selected from your cho-

i sen genre. Later, we'll celebrate our

awe-inspiring journey through the
best of Cuba, dining outdoors in Ha-
bana Vieja, plus attend our very own
‘pop-up’ photo exhibition over some
refreshing mojitos. A lazy morning

- with some free time to take in the
last few glimpses of this incredible
city — and chance to get some 1-on-1
feedback from our professionals on
your progress, your emerging style
and tips on where next to take your
photography. We'll share a final lunch
together, before departing back to
the airport for the flight home. This is
truly a trip of a lifetime.

SLEEPING

We're well known for sniffing out those
boutique gems at each location; all are 5*
bar one, with pool, spas and great food

- all carefully checked out by our team
before you arrive.

SKILL LEVELS

Ever wanted to figure out how to use
that digital camera you've purchased?
Whether absolute beginner or seasoned
snapper, our team will individually guide
to you results that will make you smile.

HOW ARE WE
DIFFERENT?

Our lively creative holidays steer
well away from one of those
too-techy, heavy courses; instead
we use a mixture of hands-on
demos, non-techy tutorials and
individual 1-on-1 sessions to take
you from Beginner to Bailey in
no time. And don't just take our
word for it; we've bagged a brace
of awards in the broadsheets.

We at Creative Escapes believe
if you work hard, then relax hard.
That’s why we meticulously
hand-pick the finest boutique
hotels the region has to offer
(and give you their names so you
can check them out). That way,
after all of your creative efforts,
you can get a comfortable nights
snooze in absolute style.

A backseat in our convertible
Buick? A private trip to meet
Castro’s personal photographer?
Or a cigar rolling session for the
masters not the tourists? No
problem, all extras, tours, guides,
and that little bit more are all
included on a Creative Escapes
holiday. So you don't need to
worry about a thing.

EATING

We cater for all tastes - and fastidiously
check all our gourmet eateries, be they
in the gardens of a colonial mansion or-
rooftops overlooking Havana. Great food
is guaranteed with Creative Escapes.

HOW TO BOOK

We only take a maximum of 8 clients per
group, so we tend to book up quickly. To
reserve your place, email us using the
contact form and only a 20% deposit is
required to secure your spot.

CreativeEscapes
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TERMS & CONDITIONS

The following booking conditions together with the
general information contained here, form the basis
of your contract with Creative Escapes Limited.

In these Booking Conditions, you, means the party
leader and your means all persons named on the
booking including anyone who is added at a later
date. We, us and our means Creative Escapes.

MAKING YOUR BOOKING

To make a booking, our booking form must be
completed. This must be signed by the party leader.
The party leader must be at least 18 years of age and
must be authorised to make the booking on the basis
of these Booking Conditions by all persons named
on the booking. The completed and signed form
must then be sent to us together with the payments
referred to below. Once we have received your
Booking Form and all appropriate payments, we will,
subject to availability, confirm your holiday by issuing
a Confirmation of Booking. A contract will exist

as soon as we issue this conformation. Changes to
these Booking Conditions or the general information
shown on our website will only be valid if confirmed
in writing. If any information given on the confirma-
tion or any other document appears to be incorrect
or incomplete, please inform us at once, as it may
not be possible to make changes later. We regret that
we cannot accept any liability if we are not notified
of any inaccuracies in any document within ten days
of our sending it out.

THE COST OF YOUR HOLIDAY

The prices shown on our website were calculated

on 21 February 2011 on the basis of known costs
and exchange rates of £1=Euro 1.180, as shown in
the ‘Financial Times Guide to World currencies’. We
reserve the right to a) increase or decrease the prices
of unsold holidays at any time; b) correct mistakes
in advertised, quoted or confirmed prices. The price
of your chosen holiday will be confirmed at the time
of booking,

NO SURCHARGE GUARANTEE

Once we have confirmed the price of your ar-
rangements (errors or omissions excepted) it is

fully guaranteed and will not be subject to any
surcharges. Payment You are responsible for making
all payments to Creative Escapes Ltd. You can make
payment to us direct to our business account or by
credit/debit card (we accept most types, including
Maestro, Solo, MasterCard, Visa Credit, Visa Debit,
Electron, JCB and various corporate cards) or by
cheque. We take a 20% deposit on booking to con-
firm your reservation, then the final 80% eight weeks
before departure. If you do not make full payment to
us by eight weeks before the course commences this
will be a breech of the contract between us entitling
us to consider the booking as not confirmed by you.

CHANGES BY YOU

Please read each of our booking documents carefully
as soon as received and contact us immediately if any
information appears to be incorrect or incomplete as
it may not be possible to make changes later. If you
should wish at any time to change your arrangements
in any way, for example, your chosen departure

date, we will do our utmost to accommodate your
request but this will not always be possible. You must
confirm in writing independent any requests for
changes to be made. We reserve the right to make a
£20 amendment charge per booking form and will
pass on to you any costs we incur from our suppliers
in making the alterations requested. You should be
aware that these costs are likely to increase the closer
to the departure date that changes are made.

CANCELLATION BY YOU

Until ten weeks prior to your date of departure the
fees paid by any person who withdraws from your
group may be transferred to another suitable replace-
ment without financial penalty. From ten weeks to
your date of departure the price per paying guest,
free place allowance, discounts and concessions are
fixed. Cancellation charges per paying person cancel-
ling (without replacement) are as follows: More

than ten weeks before departure date: we refund the
deposit without financial penalty. 56-22 days before
departure: we retain 75% of the full price per paying
person cancelling. 21 days or less: we retain 100% of
the full price per paying person cancelling. The effec-
tive date of cancellation is the working day on which
written notification is received in our office. You may
be able to reclaim cancellation charges under the
terms of your insurance policy. Claims must be made
direct to your insurance company.

CHANGES AND CANCELLATION BY US
The arrangements advertised by us are given in good
faith. As arrangements are planned so far in advance

it may occasionally be necessary for us to make
changes and we reserve the right to do so at any
time. For example, if the minimum group size is not
reached or the minimum number of clients required
for a particular travel arrangement not reached, we
may have to cancel your booking. If it is necessary
to cancel your travel arrangements we will pay to you
compensation as set out in this clause. Occasionally,
we have to make a “significant change”. “Significant
changes” include the following changes when made
before departure; a change of accommodation to
that of a lower official classification or standard for
the whole or a major part of the time you are away,
a change of accommodation area for the whole or

a major part of the time you are away, a change of
outward departure time or overall length of time you
are away of twelve or more hours, a change of UK
departure point to one which is more inconvenient
to you. If we make a significant change or cancel, we
will tell you as soon as possible. Should we have to
cancel or make a significant change to your booking
at any time after it has been confirmed by us and
before your tour is due to start for any reasons other
than (a) your failure to pay the balance due on time
or (b) your failure to advise us of all relevant details
before the booking is confirmed or (c) reasons of
force majeure, we will always offer you the choice

of an alternative tour with us (with a refund of any
price difference if the alternative is of a lower value),
or a 100% refund of all monies paid within 14 days
if the alternative tour offered is not acceptable.

In addition, if we cancel or significantly change

your booking after it has been confirmed other

than for the reasons given above, we will pay you
compensation as shown below: Significant change or
cancellation made by us more than 10 weeks before
departure: We pay £10 compensation per paying
member. 56 to 22 days before departure: we pay

£20 compensation per paying member. 21 days or
less: we pay £30 compensation per paying member.
Very rarely, we may be forced by reasons of force
majeure to change or terminate your holiday after
departure but before the scheduled end of your time
away. This is extremely unlikely but if this situation
does occur, we regret we will be unable to make any
refunds unless we obtain refunds from our suppliers,
nor can we pay any compensation or meet any costs
or expenses you incur as a result. Neither can we

be held liable for any losses or costs, nor failure to
perform or improper performance of the contract,
due to force majeure. Such events may include war
or threat of war, riot, civil strife, terrorist activity,
industrial dispute, natural or nuclear disaster, adverse
weather conditions, fire and all similar events outside
our control. If we are unable to provide the booked
travel arrangements, you can either have a Refund
of all monies paid or accept an offer of alternative
arrangements of comparable standard from us,

if available. If it is necessary to cancel your travel
arrangements we will pay to you compensation as set
out in this clause.

PERSONAL INJURY UNCONNECTED WITH
YOUR BOOKED TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

If you, or any member of your party, suffer death,
illness or injury whilst overseas arising out of an
activity which does not form part of your package
travel arrangements or an excursion arranged
through us, we shall at our discretion, offer advice,
guidance and assistance. Where legal action is
contemplated and you want our assistance, you must
obtain our written consent prior to commencement
of proceedings. Our consent will be given subject to
you undertaking to assign any costs/benefits received
under any relevant insurance policy to ourselves.

We limit the cost of our assistance to you or any
member of your party to £5,000.

CONDITIONS OF SUPPLIERS

Many of the services, which make up your tour
arrangements are provided by independent suppliers.
Those suppliers provide these services in accordance
with their own terms and conditions. Some of

these terms and conditions may limit or exclude

the supplier’s liability to you, usually in accordance
with applicable International Conventions, and may
affect your rights to compensation This website

is our responsibility, as your holiday operator. It is
not issued on behalf of, and does not commit any
organisations/suppliers/carriers whose services are
featured in it.

OUR LIABILITY TO YOU

If the contract we have with you is not performed
or is improperly performed by us, or our suppliers
we will pay you appropriate compensation if this has
affected the enjoyment of your travel arrangements.
However we will not be liable where any failure in

the performance of the contract is due to: you; or a
third party unconnected with the provision of the
arrangements and where the failure is unforesee-
able or unavoidable; or unusual and unforeseeable
circumstances beyond our control, the consequences
of which could not have been avoided even if all due
care had been exercised; or an event which we or our
suppliers, even with all due care, could not foresee
or forestall. Our liability, except in cases involving.
death, injury or illness, shall be limited to a maximum
of two times the cost of your travel arrangements.
Our liability will also be limited in accordance with
and/or in an identical manner to a) The contractual
terms of the companies that provide the transporta-
tion for your travel arrangements. These terms are
incorporated into this contract; and b) Any relevant
international convention, for example the Montreal
Convention in respect of travel by air, the Athens
Convention in respect of travel by sea, the Berne
Convention in respect of travel by rail and the Paris
Convention in respect of the provision of accom-
modation, which limit the amount ofcompensa-

tion that you can claim for death, injury, delay to
passengers and loss, damage and delay to luggage.
We are to be regarded as having all benefit of any
limitation of compensation contained in these or any
conventions. Under EU law you have rights in some
circumstances to refunds and/or compensation from
your airline in cases of denied boarding, cancellation
or delay to flights. Full details of these rights will be
publicised at EU airports and will also be available
from airlines However reimbursement in such cases
will not automatically entitle you to a refund of your
holiday cost from us. Your right to a refund and/

or compensation from us is set out in clause 5. If
any payments to you are due from us, any payment
made to you by the airline will be deducted from this
amount. We will not, however, be responsible for any
injury, illness, death, loss (for example loss of enjoy-
ment), damage, expense, cost or other sum or claim
of any description whatsoever which results from
any of the following: a) the fault of the person(s) af-
fected or any member(s) of their party or b) the fault
of a third party not connected with the provision of
your holiday which we could not have predicted or
avoided or ¢) an event or circumstances which we or
the supplier of the service(s) in question, could not
have predicted or avoid even after taking all reason-
able care. d) the fault of anyone who was not carry-
ing out work for us geneally or in particular, at the
time. In addition, we will not be responsible where
you do not enjoy your holiday or suffer any problems
because of a reason you did not tell us about when
you booked your holiday or where any problems

you suffer did not result from any breach of our
contract or other fault of ourselves or, where we
were responsible for them, our suppliers or agents or
where any losses, expenses, costs or other sum you
have suffered relate to any business. The promises
we made to you about the services we have agreed to
provide or arrange as part of your contract - and the
laws and regulations of the country in which your
claim or complaint occurred - will be used as the ba-
sis for deciding whether the services in question had
been properly provided. This will be the case even if
the sevices did not comply with the laws and regula-
tions of the UK which would have applied had those
services been provided in the UK. You must provide
ourselves, and our insurers with all assistance we may
reasonably require. You must also tell us, and the
supplier concerned about your claim or complaint as
set out below. If asked to do so, you must transfer

to us, or our insurers any rights you have against the
supplier or whoever else is responsible for your claim
or complaint (if the person concerned is under 18,
their parent or guardian must do so). You must also
agree to cooperate fully with us, and our insurers if
we or our insurers want to enforce any rights which
are transferred.

BEHAVIOUR

When you book with us you accept responsibility for
any damage or loss caused by you or any member
of your party. If, in our reasonable opinion, or

the opinion of any person in authority, you or any
members of your party behave in such a way as to
cause danger, upset or distress to any third party, or
damage to property, we are entitled, without prior
notice, to terminate the holiday of the person(s)
concerned. In this event the person(s) concerned
will be required to leave the accommdation or other
service and we will have no responsibility towards
such person(s), including any return travel arrange-
ments. No refunds will be made and we will not pay
any expenses or costs incurred as a result of the
termination. Any costs incurred through inappropri-
ate behaviour of your or any member of your party
will be payable by you.

SPECIAL REQUESTS AND MEDICAL PROBLEMS
If you have any special request, you must advise us
at the time of booking and clearly note it on you
booking form. Although we will endeavour to pass
any reasonable requests on to the relevant supplier,
we regret we cannot guarantee any request will be
complied with unless we have confirmed this in
writing. Confirmation that a special request has been
noted or passed on to the supplier or the inclusion
of the special request on your confirmation or any
other documentation is not confirmation that the
request will be met unless and until specifically
confirmed. All special requests are subject to avail-
ability. If you or any member of your party has any
medical problem or disability, which may affect your
holiday, please tell us before you confirm your book-
ing so that we can advise as to the suitability of the
chosen arrangements. In any event, you must give us
full details in writing at the time of booking. If we
reasonably feel unable to properly accommodate the
particular needs of the person concerned, we must
reserve the right to decline their reservation or, if full
details are not given at the time of booking, cancel
when we become aware of these details.

PASSPORTS, VISAS, AND HEALTH REQUIRE-
MENTS

The passport, visa and health requirements ap-
plicable at the time of printing to British citizens for
the holidays are shown at Post Offices throughout
the UK. Requirements may change and you must
check the up to date position in good time before
departure. Information on health is contained in the
Department of Health leaflet T6 (Health Advice for
Travellers) available from your local Department of
Health Office and most Post Offices. For European
holidays, you should obtain a completed and issued
EHIC Card prior to departure. It is your responsibil-
ity to ensure that you are in possession of all neces-
sary travel and health documents before departure.
All costs incurred in obtaining such documentation,
must be paid by you. We regret we cannot accept any
liability if you are refused entry onto any transport
or into any country due to failure on your part to
carry correct documentation. If you or any member
of your party is not a British citizen or holds a non
British passport, you must check passport and visa
requirements with the French Embassy. If failure

to have any necessary travel or other documents
results in fines, surcharges or other financial penalty
being imposed on us, you will be responsible for
reimbursing us accordingly. For all travel abroad we
recommend you take FCO advice.

DELAY

In the event of a delay of over 3 hours, we will
endeavour to provide light refreshments and, in

the case of a delay of over 6 hours, a main meal.
Delays of over 12 hours are covered by the inclusive
insurance.

SAFETY STANDARDS

The requirements and standards of the country in
which any services are supplied are those, which
apply to those services. As a general rule

these requirements and standards will not be the
same as in the UK and may sometimes be lower.

INSURANCE

Travel insurance for the duration of your booking is
your responsibility. Please read the details carefully.
It is your responsibility to ensure that the insurance
cover is adequate for your needs, covering both
activities arranged and not arranged by us.

DATA PROTECTION

Please be assured that we have measures in place

to protect the personal booking information held

by us. This information will be passed on to the
principal and to the relevant suppliers of your travel
arrangements. The information may also be provided
to public authorities such as customs or immigration
if required by them, or as required by law. Certain
information may also be passed to security or

credit checking companies. We will only pass your
information on to persons responsible for your travel
arrangements. This applies to any sensitive informa-
tion that you give us such as details of any disabilities
or dietary / religious requirements. If we cannot
pass this information to the relevant suppliers, we
maybe unable to provide your booking, In making
this booking you consent to this information being
passed on to the relevant persons. Full details of our
policy data protection are available upon request.
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